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NEARLY EVERY HOSPITAL IN THE STATE TO LOSE CRITICAL
FUNDING UNDER STATE BUDGET PLAN

Communities Statewide Face Elimination of Health Care Services and Jobs

Budget Restorations, Increase in Federal Health Funds Essential to Prevent Crisis

ALBANY, N.Y. Nearly every hospital in New York State would lose critical funding under
Governor Paterson’s 2009-2010 Executive Budget proposal that, in total, seeks to eliminate more than
$2.5 billion in health care funding, more than $1 billion in hospital cuts alone. If enacted by the State
Legislature, these cuts would result in the elimination of essential health services and health care jobs in
virtually every community of the state.

“These cuts are astronomical and incredibly damaging to the health and well being of every New
Yorker,” said Daniel Sisto, President of the Healthcare Association of New York State. “Most hospitals
are already reporting huge losses due to current artificially low reimbursement levels and the impact of
the national recession. As a result, most hospitals have already planned to freeze or reduce services and
staff. Moreover, health care providers have already been cut twice this year, for a total of more than $1
billion, weakening them further still.

“If the Governor’s new round of cuts is realized, hospitals will have no choice but to eliminate critically
important services to protect their core functions,” Mr. Sisto said. “That means community-based
programs such as cancer screenings, well-child clinics, and mobile health services will have to be
sacrificed to protect the viability of services such as emergency room and inpatient care, surgery, and
birthing centers. That also means thousands of health care jobs will be eliminated statewide, weakening
one of the only sectors of the economy that remains viable.”

“It is essential that the Legislature mitigate these cuts. It is also critically important that Congress pass a
federal stimulus plan that includes an increase in federal health care funding,” Mr. Sisto said. “And any
federal increase for health care must be used for health care only.”

HANYS, the only statewide hospital and continuing care association in New York State, represents more than
550 non-profit and public hospitals, nursing homes, home care agencies, and other health care organizations.

Note: A hospital-specific list of budget impacts for every hospital is enclosed and available online at
http://www.hanys.org/finance/budget/state/2009/docs/HANYS facility specific_impacts.pdf.
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