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ON GOVERNOR SPITZER’S 21-DAY BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Adds Millions More to Health Care Cuts for Hospitals, Nursing Homes, and Home Care

“The additional health care cut in Governor Spitzer’s 21-day amendments is out of sync with New
Yorker’s priorities. A second poll recently conducted on HANYS’ behalf by Siena Research Institute
found that New Yorkers from every region clearly oppose the Governor’s health cuts. (see # 9 below)

“Moreover, the poll results show that New Yorkers overwhelmingly believe that if reductions are to be
made to state spending, health care is not the area they want cut. (see #12 below).

“We think these results are strong indications that the public knows how vulnerable many of their
hospitals and nursing homes have become. They see the nursing shortages and the doctor shortages,
they’ve seen local hospitals and nursing homes close.
believe that his reform agenda should include health care cuts.”

(Below are excerpts from the Siena Research Institute poll.)

They’re telling the Governor that they don’t

9. Some budget analysts have said that Governor Spitzer's budget includes an overall cut of 1 hillion dollars for health care.
What is your position on a 1 billion dollar decrease in New York state health care spending? Do you strongly support,
support, oppose or strongly oppose that proposed cut?

Hudson

Statewide MY Western Central | Morheast LI Walley
Strangly support 3% 2% 3% 4% 1% 9% 5%
Support Q% 7% 9% 15% 12% 7% T%
Oppose 46% 48% 48% 40% 16% 40% a1%
Strongly Oppose 33% 39% 29% 33% 33% 40% 29%
Mo opinionfdan't know 5% 3% 12% 7% 5% 3% 8%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%




11. In some cases an increase in spending in one area of the budget can be tied to a decrease in another area. Would you
he in favor of an increase in spending on primary or preventive care IF that increase in spending was financed hy cutting

funding to hospitals for inpatient care?

Hudson

Statewide MY Western Central | Mortheast LI Walley
Yes 3% 3% 26% 4% 34% 3% 2%
Mo 3% 51% A6% 55% 54% 54% 51%
Don't know 16% 17% 18% 11% 12% 16% 17%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

12. Which of the following two statements is closer to your position: [ROTATE] The governor and legislature should be
working to provide ways to improve and safeguard the health of all Mew Yorkers. If budget cuts need to be made, health
care is not the area. OR K is time the governor and legislature take steps to keep governmenmt spending down even if it

means health care may have to be cut.

Hudson

Statewide MYC Western Central | Mortheast LI Walley
Health care notthe area T3% 7% B8% 0% Ti% 7% T4%
Health care may have to be cut 1% 17T% 5% 24% 3% 17% 1%
Don't know B% 7% 7% B% 5% £ % 5%
Tatal 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

13. Some of the budget changes the governor seeks would affect the manner in which hospitals are reimbursed through
Medicaid for the serviices they provide to low income New Yorkers. Many health care providers are concerned that if the
governor's suggestions are adopted as is, patient care could suffer. They suggest careful study. Are you more in favor of
immediately enacting the governor's suggested changes or would you favor following the recommendation of health care

providers who suggest studying the issues?

Hudsan

Statewide MY YWestern Central | Mortheast LI Walley
Enactimmediately 13% 14% 18% 16% 5% 1% 1%
Study the issues 75% 2% T0% 7% a0% T9% 7%
Don't know 11% 13% 12% 7% 1% 9% 12%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Note: The poll was conducted by Siena Research Institute between January 25 and February 1. The results are
based on a statewide sample of 620 registered New York State voters. The margin of error is + 3.9%.

The Healthcare Association of New York State (HANYS) is the only statewide hospital and continuing
care association in New York State, representing more than 550 non-profit and public hospitals, nursing
homes, home care agencies, and other health care organizations.
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