Pass a “Medicaid for Medicaid” Resolution Now

The next page is a draft resolution that the governing boards of every hospital and health system should adopt to ensure that any additional Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) Medicaid dollars coming into the state are dedicated to health care and to offsetting the Medicaid cuts and taxes being proposed by the Governor.

Please do not wait until your next regularly-scheduled board meeting.  Call a special meeting to adopt this resolution as soon as possible.

Once you have passed this resolution:

· send a copy to your state legislator;

· send a copy to Governor Paterson;

· send a copy to Nicholas Henley, Advocacy and Policy Specialist, HANYS, at nhenley@hanys.org or by fax at (518) 431-7701; and

· bring a copy to Leadership Advocacy Day in Albany on January 27 to show to legislators.

Questions?  Call Mr. Henley at (518) 431-7721.

SAMPLE
A RESOLUTION BY ____________________________________________

 TO THE NEW YORK STATE GOVERNOR AND LEGISLATURE
ON THE DEDICATION OF FEDERAL MEDICAID ASSISTANCE

FOR HEALTH CARE

WHEREAS, the United States Congress is considering a stimulus package that will include critically needed federal Medicaid funds for the state’s health care system; and

WHEREAS, the Governor’s proposed budget includes staggering cuts and taxes on hospitals, nursing homes, and home care plus additional cuts and taxes on other sectors of the health care system; and
WHEREAS, these massive cuts, combined with the nearly $1 billion in cuts already taken by health care providers this year, will cripple New York’s health care system, jeopardizing life-saving care for millions of vulnerable New Yorkers; especially the elderly, disabled, and very young, who most rely on Medicaid to access essential services; and
WHEREAS, more cuts to health care could significantly diminish the availability of primary and preventive care services, which more and more families will be unable to afford; and 

WHEREAS, these cuts would lead to cutbacks in health care services and jobs provided by hospitals, nursing homes, and home care agencies in every community in the state; and
WHEREAS, securing additional federal Medicaid funding is critical to avoid the damage these proposed cuts would inflict on families and communities across the state.

NOW, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that we urge the Governor and the New York State Legislature to act to ensure that federal Medicaid dollars received by New York State through a federal stimulus package are used for Medicaid health care services and specifically to help offset the overwhelming state health care cuts and taxes that have been proposed by the Governor.  
Dated:_____________________
