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Scope of the issue 

• During the COVID-19 

pandemic, JHMC treated 

nearly twice as many 

patients for gun violence. 

• 20% of GSW patients were 

trauma recidivists

• Overwhelmingly low-

income Black and Brown 

men with a history of 

justice-involvement. 
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VETO program at Jamaica Hospital 

The VETO Program at Jamaica Hospital Medical Center is dedicated to eliminating 

the cycles of violence that are endemic to our community. 

• Clinical group of physicians and nurse – treat injuries.

• Social service workers – address social determinants of health. 
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Community partnerships 

In the summer of 2021, JHMC 

signed MOUs with three local 

Cure Violence groups: 

• King of Kings Foundation;

• LIFE Camp, Inc.; and

• Sheltering Arms- Rock Safe 

Streets.
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Success stories

• Address medical and 
non-medical 
determinants of 
violence.

• In the first two years, 
128 GSW patients were 
enrolled in the program.

• Enrollees and 
graduates had lower 
rates of trauma 
recidivism.

52%

23%

1%

32%

12%

7%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Employed or In School Contact - Family or

Significant Other

Violent Trauma Recidivism

Sample Characteristics of GSW Patients by 

VETO Pilot Completion Status (N = 213) 

Graduated Did Not Graduate



 © 2023 Healthcare Association of New York State, Inc. 12/4/2023 6

Challenges

• Lack of coverage after business hours and on weekends.

• Overlapping services.

• Addressing complex needs for patients and their social network.

• Medical mistrust in marginalized communities.
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What’s next?

We have many exciting announcements, including hiring additional staff, 
establishing the THRIVE Trauma Survivor Center, and expanding targeted services.
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Questions?
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Naa Djama Attoh-Okine, MPH 

Director of Health Equity Initiatives

VETO Program Manager

Email: nattohok@jhmc.org

Phone: (718) 206-7143

mailto:nattohok@jhmc.org
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