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Thank you for attending.

For more information about 

HANYS events, visit hanys.org

Always There for Healthcare   • hanys.org/project_firstline®

Project Firstline gives frontline staff the infection 

control and prevention tools and information they 

need to protect themselves, their facility, their family 

and their community from infectious diseases.

Encourage your staff to join today

hanys.org/project_firstline

CDC’s Project Firstline infection control and prevention program is being made available to healthcare 

workers by HANYS, in collaboration with Health Research, Inc. and the Department of Health.

This slide was supported by Cooperative Agreement Number NU50CK000516 funded by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the Department of Health and Human Services

Project Firstline

https://hanys.org/quality/collaboratives_and_learning_networks/project_firstline/
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Polling Question

Who is in the room with us today? 

1. Infection Control

2. Quality Professional

3. EVS Staff

4. Security

5. Nurses aid, technician

6. Pharmacy

7. Administration

8. Volunteer

9. Other-nursing, physician 
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Agenda

Welcome

• Welcome and Introductions

• Four Body Reservoirs

• Word Clouds and Discussion

• Bringing It Together

• Conclusion
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Four Body Reservoirs
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What Do You Think?
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The Body Reservoirs

Skin Gastrointestinal

system (the “gut”)

Respiratory system Blood
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Word Clouds and Discussion
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Wordclouds
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Reservoir Word Clouds

What is one important thing 

about body reservoirs that a 

new colleague should know to 

prevent the spread of germs? 

Why?
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Skin 
Word Cloud
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Key Takeaways about the Skin Reservoir

Skin, especially hands, interacts with the environment daily.

Pathways:

o Touch

o Breaking down or bypassing the body’s defenses
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Skin 
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GI System 
Word Cloud
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Key Takeaways about the GI System Reservoir

The “gut” usually refers to most of the intestines, rectum, and anus.

Gut germs travel easily in stool.

Pathways:

o Touch

o Breaking down or bypassing the body’s defenses
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GI System
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Respiratory System 
Word Cloud
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Key Takeaways about the Respiratory System Reservoir

Upper airway: Nose, mouth, throat, windpipe

Lower airway: Lungs

Pathways:

o Breathing in

o Splashes and sprays

o Touch
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Respiratory System
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Blood 
Word Cloud
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Key Takeaways about the Blood Reservoir

Blood is not supposed to have germs in it.

Some viruses cause infections that release virus into the blood. If a 
person is infected and untreated, blood can then spread the virus 
to other people.

Pathways:

o Breaking down or bypassing the body’s defenses

o Splashes and sprays

o Touch
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Blood 
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Bringing It Together
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Reflection 
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Key Takeaways

”Reservoirs” are the places on and in our bodies and in the 
environment where germs live. Germs frequently spread between 
and among these reservoirs.

Four reservoirs in the human body that are important for infection 
control are the skin; the gastrointestinal (GI) system or “gut”; the 
respiratory system; and blood.

Understanding where germs live helps us recognize where there is 
risk for them to be spread, and why infection control actions work 
to stop them from spreading and making people sick.
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Questions
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Project Firstline Training

Upcoming webinars (all sessions 9 – 9:30 a.m.)

• April 13, 2023: Virus Variants

• June 15, 2023: Gowns and Gloves

• July 13, 2023: Body Reservoirs 

• September 14, 2023: Healthcare Reservoirs 

Recordings (hanys.org/project_firstline)

• The concept of infection control training

• The basic science of viruses

• How respiratory droplets spread COVID-19

• How viruses spread from surfaces to people

• How COVID-19 spreads: A review

• Environmental cleaning and disinfection

• Source control in healthcare to prevent 

infections

• Hand hygiene 

• What does it mean to recognize risk

• How germs make people sick

• Recognize and limit infection control risks

http://www.hanys.org/project_firstline
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How to Get Involved and Feedback

Project Firstline on CDC.gov: 
https://www.cdc.gov/infection 
control/projectfirstline/index.html

CDC’s Project Firstline on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CDCProjectFirstline

CDC’s Project Firstline on Twitter:
https://twitter.com/CDC_Firstline

Project Firstline Inside Infection Control on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvrp9iOILTQZQG
tDnSDGViKDdRtIc13VX

To sign up for Project Firstline e-mails, click here: 
https://tools.cdc.gov/campaignproxyservice/subscriptio
ns.aspx?topic_id=USCDC_2104

• Project Firstline feedback 
form: 
https://www.cdc.gov/infecti
oncontrol/pdf/projectfirstline
/TTK-ParticipantFeedback-
508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/CDCProjectFirstline
https://twitter.com/CDC_Firstline
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvrp9iOILTQZQGtDnSDGViKDdRtIc13VX
https://tools.cdc.gov/campaignproxyservice/subscriptions.aspx?topic_id=USCDC_2104
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/projectfirstline/TTK-ParticipantFeedback-508.pdf

